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TOPICS AND EVENTS GIVEN MAJOR ATTENTION 8 - 14 MAY 1972

Moscow (3093 items) Peking (1436 items)
VE Day (8%) 19% Indochina (17%)
Indochina (9%) 15% [Strikes on DRV & (27%)
[Strikes on DRV & (2%) 12%) Mining of Ports
Mining of Ports [Sihanouk Tour of  (3%)
Czechoslovak Liber- (0.1%) 4% DPRK, North China
ation Anniversary [PRC Ships Attacked (--)
GDR Liberation (2%) 37 Domestic Issuns (417%)
Anniversary Asian Table Tennis (47%)
Middle East (37%) 2% Union Inauguration
FRG Political Debate (4%) 2% Albanian Trade Union (-=)
oin Treaties Congress
Grechko in Syria (-=) 2% Somali President in PRC (--)

These statistics are based on the voicecast commentary output of the Moscow and
Peking domestic and international radio services. The term “commentary” is used
to denote the lengthy item—radio talk, speech, press article or editorial, govern-
ment or party statement, or diplomatic note. Items of extensive reportage are
counted as commentaries.

Figures in parentheses indicate voluine of comment during the preceding week.
Topics and events given major attention In terms of volume are not always

discussed in the body of the Trends. Some may have been covered In prior issues;
in other cases the propaganda content may be routine or of minor significance.
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INDOCHINA

Hanoi editorial comment and Le Duc Tho at his 12 May Paris press
conference have echoed the DRV Governmeut statement of the 1l0th in
anserting the Vietnamese people's determination not to be deterred
from their struggle by U.S. military "escalation," including the
mining of DRV waterways. Propaganda since the statement has
focused on worldwide support, with particular attention given to
the Soviet and PRC govarnment statements of 11 May. Hanoi's first
explicit mention of the conditions under which the President sald
that U.S. mining and other military actions would cease came in a
DRV Foreign Ministry spokesman's statement on the 17th rejecting
the notion of a UN-sponsored international conference. It said
tersely that the Vietnamese "resolutely reject' the President's

8 May proposal for an internationally supervised cease-fire. The
PRG's seven-point proposal has continued to be pressed as a
reasonable basis for a negotiated settlement. And on 16 May VNA
released statements by the DRV and PRG delegations in Paris
proposing that the 150th Paris session be held as scheduled.

The 11 May Soviet Government statement on the President's speech

was couched in circumspect language consistent with the constraints
imposed by Moscow's relations with Washington. It avoided deplcting
the situacion as a challenge to the U{'3R and did not mention Soviet
aid to the Vietnamese, restricting itself to a promise of '"support."
Followup comment, including a PRAVDA article by Yuriy Zhukov, has
stressed the need for a return to the Paris talks.

Peking's restrained reaction to the President's 8 May announcement
was registered in the PRC Government statement of the llth ard in
similarly cautious remarks by Chou En-lai on the l4th, Avoiding
any portrayal of a challenge vo Chinese interests or a threat to
international security, Peking has minimized its involvement in
the situation while directing attention to Hanol's resolve to
carry on the struggle.

DRV NOTES PRESIDENT'S CEASE-FIRE PLAN IN REJECTING UN ROLE

Hanoi has currently reaffirmed its opposition both to a UN role in
Indochina and to an international conference and has continued to

: insist that negotiations be resumed in Paris. VNA had promptly
reported, on 12 and 16 May respectively, the letters to the United
Nations from Chinese representative Huang Hua and Soviet
representative Malik, including the assertion in the Chinese letter
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that "the Vietnamese question has nothing to do with the United
Nations." But Hanoi media are not known to have mentioned any

of UN Secretary General Waldheim's statements or activities

until a Hanol radio commentary on the 16th took issue with his
proposal that the Security Council and other UN organs ''bc used

to settle the Vietnam problem with a view to achieving 4 cease-~fire
and advancing toward a peaceful solution in Indochina."” The
commentary also complained that on 9, 12, and 13 May the Secretary
General had distributed a secret memorandum on this problem to
members of the Security Council and that he had met with members
of the Council and was scheduled to meet with the nonpermanent
members. The commentary also cited a 15 May AP item as reporting
that '"Senator Pearson said in the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee that Nixon will propose holding an Asian peace
conference under UN sponsorship with a view to ending the war

and settling the political confrontation in Indochina."

Hanoi followed up the radio commentary with the release on the
17th of a DRV Foreign Ministry spokesman's statement which, as
carried by VNA, claimed: '"According to Western reports, the
United States is plotting to organize an 'Asian peace conference
under the auspices o the United Nationr' with a view to achieving
an 'internationally supervised cease-fire throughout Indochina'

as was suggested by President Nixon's 8 May address.'"* This was
Hanoi's first explicit mention of the President's remarks on a
cease-fire, and it secems strange that they would be acknowledged

in this fashion., The spokesman went on to say that the President's
8 May proposal for a cease-fire '"is, in essence, only aimed at
forcing the Vietnamese people to lay down their arms, abandon their
Just figh: . and accept the puppet administration, stooge of the
United States, and the U.S. neocolonialist domination in South
Vietnam." The statement said nothing about the President's

* Hanoi has consistently opposed any UN role in Indochina, and since
1965 has publicized a number of statements on the subject by the DRV
Foreign Ministry spokesman and memoranda from the ministry's
information department. Most recently, a 25 May 1970 spokesman's
statement assailed the ll-nation Djakarta conference on Cambodia.

It complained that the conference communique called for reactivation
of the ICC and reconvening of the Geneva conference and that it
attenptad to bring the Cambodian issue before the United Nations, A
series of statements between 1965 and 1967 uniformly declared that
the United Nations has no right to intervene in Vietnam and that any
UN decision would be illegal and nuli and void.
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. assertion that after an internationally supervised cease-fire
and the return of POW's, the United States would cease all military
action in Indochina and withdraw all U.S. troops from Vietnam within
four months,*

Le Duc Tho in his prepared statement at his 12 May Paris press
conference--carried in full by Hanol radio and summarized by VNA--
demanded that the United States respect its commitment to halt the
bombing and said it has no right '"to dictate its terms as Mr, Nixon
did in his 8 May address." However, Tho did not spell out the
President's conditions, He did discuss--and reject--the cease-fire
proposal in the question-and-enswer portion of his press conference,
but consistent with past practice Hanoi media did not carry the
question-answer segment. In answering a reporter, Tho posed the
rhetorical question, "How can there be a cease-fire if the military
and the political issues are not settled?"

The foreign ministry spokesman followed his reference to alleged

U.S. plans for a UN-sponsored Aslan peace conference by assailing

the British "for lending a hand to the Nixon Administration' by
"feverishly campaigning for a new Geneva conference on Indochina."

The spokesman did not elaborate, and Hanoi media are not known to

have acknowledged press reports that after the President's speech

the British approached the Chinese as well as the Soviet Union
regarding a confevence, (Le Duc Tho on 12 May responded to a question
on the British contacts by saying that these activities '"are aimed

at deceiving public opinion' and that the British Government is
currently supporting the Americans in their war escalation against the
DRV "and is no longer qualified" to serve as chairman of the 1954
Geneva conference.)

EMPHASIS ON It is unclear whether Hanoi is genuinely concerned that
PARIS TALRS moves might be afoot to convene a broader counference,
It is possible that the DRV used the device of the
foreign ministry spokesman's statement to put on record--possibly as
much for its allies as for the United States--its vehement opposition
at present to any negotiating forum other than the Paris conference
and private U.S.-DRV talks. Le Duc Tho in his 12 May statement
discoursed at length on the necessicy of resuming the Paris talks. As

* The 9 May LIBERATION PRESS AGENCY report of the President's speech
uniquely acknowledged the President's listing of the conditions under
which the U.S. mining dnd other interdiction actions would cease;
presumably that acknowledgment was inadvertent.
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other propaganda continues to dc, Tho took issue with the
President's contention that the Vietnamese are seeking a U.S.
surrender. Disclaiming a desire to "humiliate" anyone, Tho

said the DRV's only demand is that the Unlted States negotiate
seriously. He added that the DRV's position is to terminate the
war by negotiations, a way of ending *he war which "would enable
the United States to withdraw in honor." Tho said that on
several occasions President Nixon had failed to "avail himself"
of opportunities to settle the Vietnam question, citing as examples
the DRV's nine points‘and the PRG's seven points introduced last
summer,

Tho claimed that U.S, bad faith had also been evidenced in
connection with the private meetings. Declaring that all the
private meetings have been either preceded or followed by U.S.
military pressures, Tho contended, as reported by VNA, that when
the DRV and the United States were making preparations for the

2 May private meeting '"on 16 April Mr. Nixon ordered violent
attacks on Hanoi and Haiphong." Tho also complained that although
the United States demanded the private meeting, "it produced
nothing new apart from insisting on the possibility of giving out
information." He claimed that Kissinger finally agreed not to
publicize the meeting but that, "as is known to all, Mr, Nixon on

8 May unilaterally made public the meeting." Tho went on to say
one could only conclude that the U.S., side wanted a private meeting
"to fool the public in an election yea:" and in order to have a
pretext for :he "extremely serious escalation" against the DRV on

8 May and for the "sabotage'" of the Paris conference. He concluded
that "we will never agree to negotiate under American military
pressure,"

Tho described the Vietnamese '"correct and consistent" demand for
"an exact date for the prompt and complete withdrawal from South
Vietnam of forces of the United States and its camp and the setting
up of a three-segment government of broad national concord in South
Vietnam in cor.formity with the PRG's seven points," the two key
points of which, he noted, had been elabo.ated on last February.

VIETNAMESE In the wake of the DRV Governmeni statement of

DETERMINATION 10 May, Hanol propagandists have repeatedly said
that the Vietuamese will not be deterred from

their decades-long struggle against aggression by the latest "extremely

serious" U.S. war escalation, At the same time, there has been

repeated ridicule of U.S. charges that the North Vietnamese ha-e

invaded the South. The supporting PRG statement on 12 May, carried by
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. by VNA as well as Front media on the 13th, said: 'The South

Vietnamese people have the right to call for assistance from the
kith=and=kin Northern compatriots, from the friendly countries, and
from the world people to fight and defeat the U.S. aggression."

Le Duc Tho said in his 12 May statement that the President on 8 May
dem(nstrated his refusal to embark on negotiations and his choice to
continue the war. Tho warned: "If he keeps turning a deaf ear to
reason, closing his eyee to realities and refusing to enter into
serious talks, he will meet with heavier defeats.'" Tho then went on
to question whether the '"'strategic" defeats in Cambodia and Laos and
"the serlous setback of the Vietnamization program in South Vietnam

at present are not enough to prompt Mr, Nixon to draw the necesgsary
conclusions." Reaffirming that the Vietnamese, 'who have been fighting
for 25 years,'" will continue to fight, Tho concluded that it is in the
interests of the United States not to misread this determination.

Editorials in the party organ NHAN DAN and the army paper QUAN DOI NHAN
DAN on 13 May stressed communist and world support for the DRV in the
face of U.S. mining of its ports. Both quoted rfrom worldwide expressions
of support, including the Soviet and Chinese government statements of the
11th. The NHAN DAN editorial said pointedly that the DRV is an
independent and sovereign country, "a member of the powerful socialist
camp and a militant friend of various nations."

Hanoi media, of course, have maintained their silence on the President's
projected Moscow visit. Le Duc Tho, asked whether the DRV wanted the
USSR to cancel the trip, replied: 'We believe that the Soviet Union
always supports us. As to whether or not it invites Mr. Nixom to

vigit it, this is its own business. I have no comment." But Hanoi's
position was conveyed pointedly in an article in the April issue of

the DRV party journal HOC TAP by Huong Nam, who declared, in the

course of a broad discussion of U.S. strategy, that "in carrying out
itis readiness-to-negotiate plot Nixon has succeeded in drawing public
attention to the sensational news about his visits to soclalist
coyntries and causing public opinion, especially U.S. public opinior,
to believe in the possibility of solving difficult problems . . . .
Huong Nam added that "a certain relaxation of tensions in relations
between the imperialist United States and socialist countries--especially
the Soviet Union and China--reflects only the complex campaigns of
tundamental and fierce contradictions between two opposite social
systems in this era under conditione of discord within the socialist
parties and the international communist movement. The Americans can
hardly find here an opportunity to solve their difficult problems in

a way favorable to their imperialist int~rests, especially as long as
they are still unable to solve their ror ) roblem, the Vietnam problem."
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DRV SPOKESMAN DEMANDS END TO AIR AND NAVAL STRIKES. MINING

Hanoi has denounced sustained U.S. action against North Vietnam
with continuing official protests from the foreign ministry on

11, 13, 14, 15, and 16 May. Beginning with the 11 May protest,
Hanoi has added the demand that the United States 'immediately
stop mining and blockading the entries to North Vietnam ports"

to its standard demand for an end to U.S. bombing and other acts of
war allegedly violating the DRV's sovereignty and security. The

15 May protest included the charge that the United Str.es was mining
"rivermouths" in Nam Ha Province, and a 16 May GUAN DOI NHAN DAN
commentary, broadcast by Hanol radio to South Vietaam, charged that
since 9 May the U.S. Air Force and Navy '"have continuously dropped
thousands of mines in the territorial waters of Ha!phong, Hong Gali,
and Cam Pha and in the mouths of various rivers in the North, frem
Thai Binh, Nam Ha, Ninh Binh, and Thanh Hoa to Nghe An, Ha Tinh,
and Quang Binh."

According to Hanoi radio's review of QUAN DOI NHAN DAN, the army
paper on 14 May carried an article entitled "Mines and Facilities
to Destroy Them," which asserted that mines havc existed as
weapons for a long time but that they "easily lose their
effectiveness." It concluded that "the Nixon clique's new war
escalation in mining DRV haibors is not terrible because, with
their initiative and resourcefuiness and valor, our armed forces
and people will have many ways to destroy and remove mines laid
by the enemy in order to open the roads, fight the enemy, and
advance." Thera have been no cther such clains in monitored
propaganda.

Siuce the 8 May DRV Foreign Ministry spokesman's protest, Hanui has
rot offictatly charged that the United States has bombed its dike
system, but news reports continue to do so.* For example, VNA
reports on the 12th and 13th claimed that in the 10-11 May strikes
against Hanoi a portion of the dike on the Red River in Gia Lam
district of the capital was hit. The report on the 12th said that
on 4 May the United States bombed a dike of the La River in Ha 7inh
Province and that "from 30 April to 2 May, U.S. planes struck the
Hang Danyg dam in Minh Hoa district and the Rao Ee and Cam Ly dams
in Tuyen Hoa district, Quang Binh." The 16 May QUAN DOI NHAN DAN
commentary charged that "many dikes and floodgates . . . have been
repeatedly struck," such as Rao Be and Cam Ly in Quang Binh, the
La River dike in Ha Tinh, various dike sections in souttern Nam Ha,

* See the 10 May TRENDS, pages 17-19.
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. and the Red River dike system in Yen Tan hamlet, Gia Lam, Hanoi.

An editorial in the 12 May NHAN DAN, pointing out new requirements
of the war situation, warned that the United States has 'openly

. threatened to strike at our dikes and protective embankments, and
in fact they have struck at the dikes in many areas of the 4th
military region,"

There was some confusion in the propaganda nver whether the 11 May
protest had been issued by the DRV Foreign Ministry spokesman

or at the higher level of a foreign ministry statement. VNA's
English-language transmission described it as a spokesman's
statement, but Hanoi radio in Vietnamese called it a foreign ministry
statement. The fact that the action under protest involved Hanoi
and Haiphong and covered a three-day period would suggest that the
statement would more logically be at the foreign ministry level.
The description of the "intensified" air and naval attacks and the
mining was in terms more typical of a foreign ministry statement--
"very serjous military adventures, very brazen aggressive acts, and
extremely savage crimes." <The protest also contained other
elements present in high-level statements. It asserted that "with
these extremely adventurous and frenzied steps of war escalation

t e Nixon Administratior is hoping to save its Vietnamization
program. And it asked for stronger support and called on "the
governments and peoples of the brother socialist countries . . .

to take resolute and timely actions to stay the bloody hands of the
U.S. war maniacs.”

The succession of protests leveled the following specific charges:

4+ The 11 May statement said that on 9, 10, and 11 May the United
States sent "hundreds of aircraft to frantically attack many populous
areas" in Hanoi, Haiphong and Yen Bai, Hai Hung, Quang Ninh, Thanh
Hoa, Nghe An, Ha Tinh, and Quang Binh provinces and Vinh Linh area.
It. said that U.S. ships "barbarously shelled the coastal areas' of
Thanh Hoa and Haiphong. The statement further charged that U.S.
planes 'wantonly dropped bombs on street quarters, villages, schools,
hospitals,* and factories with an obvious intentien to massacre
civilians and destroy economic establishments and cultural and soclial

*  VUNA on the l4th released a statement by the DRV Ministry of
Public Health denouncing U.S. "crimes" against DRV hospitals.
Earlier, the DRV Ministry of Education had issued a statement on
8 May condemning U.S. raids "against teachers and students" from
3 March to § May.
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works of the Vletnamese people." It seld that 22 U,S. planes
were downed, "many pllots" captured, and three ships "set afire."

A number of VNA reports from 11 to 13 May claborated on alleged
U.5. action over the DRV on the 10th and 1llth. Fov example, a

VNA report on the 12th, reporting the '"frantic air attacks"
agalnst llanoi on those days, charged derisively that the strikes
at "military targets selected by the President and the National
Security Council" involved bombing a hospital, shelling historical
rel’cs, and "releasing demolition bombs on a small hamlet on the
Red River bank and a restaurant at the Yen Vien township on the
city's outskirts." VNA on the llth, in reporting raids against
Hanol that day, said that U.S, bombs hit "many populous quarters
inside the city including Phuong Liet quarter in the Dong Da
district, a welding enterprise, and the campus of the Hanoi medial
college,"

A 12 May VNA report elaborated on alleged U.S. action against Quang
Ninh Province on the 10th, charging that attacks were directed at
"populous quarters in Hon Gai--the capital--and other pa:rts of
Quang Ninh Province," including Cam Pha and Coc Sau townships, the
Ha Tu colliery, the Cua Ong harbor, and the Bal Chay seaside resort.
It said that "heavy property damage and casualties" resulted from
these raids,

4+ The 13 May foreign ministry spokesman's statement said that on
12 May, "in defiance of strong public protest,' the United States
"continued to drop mines on and blockade Halphong and other ports
of the DRV," and at the same time U.S. planes ''savagedly attacked
many populated areas" in Yen Bai, Hoa Binh, Nam Ha, Ninh Binh,
Thanh Hoa, and Nghe An provinces and Vinh Linh area.

A VNA report on the 12th added some details on the bombing that
day in Nam Ha. It said that on 12 May, "dozens" of U.S. planes
"savagely attacked many areas in Nam Ha Province'" and that in Nam
Dinh city, the targets were many industrial establishments, a
number of handicraft cooperatives, and quarters 14 and 1. It
alleged that many hamlets or villages in outlaying districts were
also hit and that "dozens of persons, most of them aged people
and children in Giap Ba hamlet, Quang Trung village, Vu Ban district,
wer~ killed or wounded." It described some of the casualties and
went on to allege that '"in Truc Tinh village, Nam Ninh district,
50 houses were reduced to ashes' and that the victims were giwen
"timely medical treatment" by Vietnamese physicians and "members
of the Cuban medical brigade." VNA on the 15th carriad a report
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' on the asslstance given by the Cuban madical team to the population
of Nam Dinh, (The l6=-member madilcal group '"to help the [ighting
Vietnamese pceople" had arrived in Hanod on 6 May and was recolvad

’ by Premier Pham Van Donyg that day.)

4+ The 14 May spokcsman's statement sald thet on the 13th the
United Statew "contlnued to conduct savage air raids on many heavily
populated areas'" in Thanh Hoa, Nghe An, Ha Tinh, and Quang Binh
provinces and Vinh Linh area and used ships to "bombard the coast

w of Nghe An Frovince." It claimed that two U.S. planes were downed.

+ The 15 Muy statement sald that on the 1l4th the United States
"continued to mine river mouths of Nam lla Province" and that on the
same day U.S. planes "barbarously struck at many populated areas" in
Nam Ha, Ninh Binh, Thanh Hoa, Nghe An, Ha Tinh, and Quang Binh
provinces, the Vinh Linh area, and Long Chao island '"belonging to
Haiphong."

+ The 16 May spokesman's statement said that on the 15th the United
States "continued "o mine and seal off Haiphong harbor and other
harbors of the DRV." It said "many" U.S. planes "barbarously hit
meny populous areas" of Thanh Hoa, Nghe An, Ha Tinh, and Quang Binh
provinces and Vinh Linh, "killing many civilians and destroying many
economic establishments and cultural and social projects of the
Vietamese people." The stctements of the 15th and 16th both asserted
that the U.S. actions constituted a '"brazen violation" of other
countries' rights to free navigation and free trade.

DOWNED U.S. PLANES Hanol's total of U.S. planes downed over
North Vietnam stood at 3,573 as of 17 May.

On the llth it was alleged that three planes were downed that day

over Hanol and "many pilots" captured. The same report belatedly

announced that on 7, 9, and 10 May five planes had been downed in

Quang Ninh, Nghe An, and Ha Tinh provinces--an A-7 in Nghe An and

an F~4 in Ha Tinh on the 7th, an A-7 in Nghe An on the 9th, and

two unidentified planes in Quang Ninh on the 10ih., On 13 May Hanoi

reported that two planes were downed in Thanh Hoa that day and

that a ship was set afire by Haiphong fcrces on the 12th.

Hanoi reported on the 17th that two planes were downed in Quang Binh
and one in Ninh Binh that day. The same report claimed thit two
planes had been downed on the previous day--one each in Nghe An and
Ha Tinn,

On the 12th Hanoi radio reported that the VPA High Command had sent
messages of congratulation to the armed forces of Hanoi and Haiphong
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on the Hith awd of Thanh Hoa on the Bth for explofits that included

the downing of U N, planen, The meurage Lo Hanoi commended 1 he

armed forces and people there for downing 12 U. 8, planes on 10 and

1) May and "capturing many pirate pilots,” The armed forcen and
pesple of Halphong were pratsmed for downing thtee planen and aett ing
al {re three U, 4, ahips on 9 and 10 May, and those of Thanh Now were
commended for downing the 100th plane tn that province on 7 Nay,

Such mersagen of commendation from the VPA High Command have been
common In the pawt. The most recent previous known meamage was nent
on 16 April, complimenting the artillery forces in the Fourth Mil{tary
Sector on having set U.8. sahipm ablage, Othe-s had been publicived in
February and in early April of thiw yedar, am well am in Decemher 1971
and during earlier pariods of massive bombing in Harch 1971 and May
and November 1970,

DRV AIR FORCH Although Hanot haus not acknowledged U.8. reportm

that MIG's have been downed in recent actions over
the North, {t has publicized the expanded role of the DRV's air force.
Thus Hanof radfo on the 1lth, in reporting "great victories" won in
Hanoi the previous day, noted that "in a sector of tha capital's
afrspace our people's air force units assaulted the enemy tn time.
Their gleaming aircraft flew over each U,8, F-4 and destroyed it. The
Red Star unit--a heroic unit which repeatedly won glorfous victorien
{in Hanot's alrupace--also participated in attacking the enemy. Our
atrcratt, which coordinated very harmonfously with our ground forces,
destroyed wave after wave of U,S, planes."” And on the 15th Hanot VNA
transmitted to East Europe a radiophoto of the Red Star Unft, which
the caption said "has many U.S. planes downed to itw credit In recent
dog-{tghta."

CAPTURED PILOTS No newly captured American pilot has been i{dentified
or put on display at a Hanoi press conference since
17 April, when a pilot said to have been captured on the 15th was
presented at a press conference held to condemn the U.S5. bombing of
Haiphong and Hano{.* On 13 May, however, Hano{ media publicieed a
press conference of a somewhat different character held the preceding
day by che DRV Foreign Minimiry's Information and Press Service,
allegedly at the request of eight U.S. prisoners cap'ured in February
1972 and earlier. The purpose, Hano{ said, was to enable the POW's
to explain the main contents of a message they had sent earlier to
the American people and Co.gress appealing for an end to the war and

* Newly captured American pilots were similarly presented at press
conferences on 19 February of this ycar and on 20 and 30 December 1971,
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to petmbé thisw to anawet queat fona (1w Viatnaweas amnid Foiefgn
newamen., Hanni'a public ity for the preaa rimferem e asrved aa
a fo fowup o dta publictty Tor the meruage on the 11th,

USSR SCORES MINING IN RESTRAINCD STATUMENT, MEAGLR COMMENT

The 11 May finviet GavBymment atatement reaited to Proaldent Lixon'a
R May apeech In cureful, veatrained lavguage (oqmlatent with
Homcou'a general attempt to atrike a balance hetween the ditaten
ol mupport for Hanoi and the conatrainta fmposed by 1ta relal iona
vith Waahington, The initial TAKRK repntt of the 9th had heen of a
time-marking rhavarter, and MHnarou'n aeneitivity had heen soflerted
in the ahaence of the uaual followaup radin and preas comment. The
offfcial teartion did, however, rme mote quickly than Roviet
atatementa on Indnchina generally have in the vaat, The mnat
recent previoua Soviet Government atatement on Indochina waa e

of 11 Yebruary 1972 which aupported the PRG'as 2 Fehruary
“elaboration” of ita aeven-point proposal--issued after the
Trealdent'an 25 Januaty diecloaure of the secret DRV-1', &, peace
talka. A DRV Government atatement had heen imaued on 5 February,
perations In Laos in February 1971 were proteated in a belated
Soviet Gnvernment atatement on 25 Fehruary, 15 daye after a DRV
Covernment atatement. The Cambodian incuraion,protested in a

10 April 1970 DRV Government atatement, prompted a Soviet Govertment
atatement on & May, tead b Kosygin at a prears ronference ,*

The current atatement umed notably reatrained language and relled

on legeliatic arguments agaital the U.5, mining of DRV ports. Thoue
it called the U.S5. moves a “groma violation' of the generally
accepted principles of freedom of navigation, notwithstanding the
fact that the United States had signed the 1958 Geneva conventione
on maritime lav. The mtatement went on to say that the U.5, actiona

* Momcow's only other governtent atatements on Indochina during
the Nixon Adminiatration were issued on 30 December 1971 on the
austained U,S, aty strikes against the DRV--which had prompted DRV
Foreign Ministry atatements on the 26th and 29th--and on

16 December 1970 in support of the 10 December DRV joint party-
govornment appeal following the sustaired U.S, afr strikes and the
abortive prisoner-rescue atteapt in North Vietnam. The recent

16 April DRV joint party-government appeal following the U.S5, afir
strikes at Haiphong and Hanoif was not endorsed in an official
Soviet statement, although Moscow had promptly protested the strikes
in a TASS statement on the 16th,
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“gai1o Inadmiaaible,” . ¢ the United Siaten will heatr "all
reaponalhility’ for poaar,. =~ congsqueni en, and fhat the Soviel
Gorvernment inafata that the 1.6, atepa "he immedintely
ranceldlod.”

The atutement did aay that "thia dangeroua and alippery road' an
ily lead to a new compliogtion of the Internal fonal altuation and
wked thetorirally what would happen If othey watatens, In

reaponac, were to airt in the manner ir which the nited fitatca hana
hehaved in Vietnam, The TARR atatement of Ih April protesting ‘hal
day'a himbings of Haiphong and Hanoi-~the most recent previous Hoviey
official atatement oh Indochina-=had aleao warned that V.5, actinna
could lead to a “complication of the internat fonal altuation ans a
vhole,” By contrant, Momncow had been x.re directly critical of

the Untved fitates In 1ts government atatements on the operations in
Cambodia and Laoa in 1970 and 1971, The & May 1970 atatement had
queat toned the Pvestdent'a profesned denire for "an eta of
negotiationa’” and for talkes to solve “urgent international problems.”
And the 25 Fehruary 1971 atatement on lLaoa had specifically watrned
that U.5. actions could affect Soviet-American relations.

Moacov's clrcumapection regarding the Nixon Administration wvae
particularly evident In the passage in the current statement on
eacalation of the war, It took one obvioua jab at the Prepident
vhen it matd the real objective of U.8. actions is nhot to "'mave the
United States from humtltation” bhut to malvage the '"notorfous”
Vietnamigation policy, which 1t said "i{m obviously fatling." But
it went ot to refer onhly to "Washington' wvhen {(t complained that
U.S. acts of encalation "again demonatrate the predatory nas’ure
of the war,” that one aggressive action leads to another still
more dangerous one, and that earlier "barbatous acts and crimes"
are being augmented by nev and still more serious onas.

Declaring that the only way to settle the Vietnam problem is to
respect the people's right to decide their own destiny, the statement
satd that if the United States is really ready to do this it should
return to the negotiating tuble in Paris. “his passage prefaced

the demand that the U.S. moves be "{smediately cancelled.' The
statement expressed confidence that govermments and peoples of all
peace-loving states shared such a viewpoint. And it concluded, in
keeping with {ts general tone of restraint, with a pledge to give

the Vietnamese "all necessary suppcrt" but made no mention of "aid."

The Moscow domestic eervice on the 12th noted briefly that a White

House spokesman said the Soviet Government statement had been
received and was being studied by the U.S. Government, and the next
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day the doment i asrvice aald the American prean wam glving

"great attention' to the atatement, The firat FPRAVDA comment came
on 17 May In an arttcle hy the paper'n menior commentator Yurly
Zhukov, who highlighted the government atatement's warning that

the "new expanaion of aggreanive actiona’ hy the Unfted Htatew In
"fraught with aerioua conaequencen for internat lonal peace and
acscurity' and pointed to worldwide condemnation of U, 4, acts,

l.ike the goverfiment atatement, the article contained no permonal
reference to Premtdent Nixon, Zhukov referred inatead to the
"American armed forcem,” the Pentagon, and the "U.B. Adminiatration."
He ammalled the Admintmtration for meeking "legal Justif ication" for
ite action, ridiculing UN Ambammador Bush's argumeut that the

nited States wam rgerclaoing ite right to "collective nelf-defenne."

Participants in the 14 May domestic mervice roundtable discussion
queatfoned the legality of the U,8, action and repeated the Hoviet
atatement 's demand that the "blockade” be called off Immediately. ¥
One panelist acknowledged that Secretary Laird haws waid the United
States was not in fact establishing a "blockade,” which would

require stopping and mearching all ships when they enter DRV
territorial waters, (A brief 11 May domestic service report of
Latrd's press conference the day before had noted that Lafrd sald

the United States will continue to build up {ts air and naval

forces in Vietnam and continue bombings, but did not report that he
indicated that the United Statems would take action to interdict

ships and even to stop a Soviet afrlift {f necessary.) The roundtable
panelist argued that, whatever terminology i@ used, the United States
is interfering with the freedom of shipping, and ''this {s the
guideline for the Soviet Government in {ts actions to protect its
ships carrying freight to the fraternal socialist country."”" The
panelist did not elaborate on the reference to protection of Soviet
ships. Another panelist, observing that Kissinger had said the United
States does not regard its actions as a confrontation with the
Soviet Unfon and {s only seeking a way to end the conflict, commented
that Paris {s the forum where the United States could discuss its
proposals with the Vietnarese side.

Zhukov said in the PRAVDA article that the ''collapse" of the
Vietnamization policy had prompted Washington to embark on a new

* Damascus media reported that the visiting Soviet Defense Minister
Grechko had denounced the U.S. "naval blockade" of the DRV in
remarks ar a reception in the Syrian capital, but Moscow's brief
accounts of Grechko's speech did not mention Vietnam,
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"Amertcanizat ton' 9f the war. But the Americans "must finally
real 1ee," he natd, "that they will not achieve o military solu-
tlon tn Indochina.” Recalling that Premident Johnwon had been
impelland to call off the bombing of the DRV and embark on the
path of negotiatfon~, he wald the American peopls have not
forgotten that "lewson” and are calling {ncreasingly for an
tmmediate halt to "the Pentagon's" operat tons againet North
Vietnham and a return to the negotiating table, Zhukov con-
cluded hy citing the Soviet Government statement's call for

a U.Y. return to the Paris talkes, And a domestic service
commentary by Ryzhikov on 15 May observed that thiw call 1w

of "particular importance” {n the context of the USSR's policy
on "the priority of talks and of interstate and intergovern-
mental contacts in the setilement of controversial international

quest fons,"
SOVIET SUPPORT, While the recent comment has avoided
PROTEST MLETINGS haghlight ing Soviet aid, and the govern-

ment statement ruferred only to "support,”
followup statements by varifous Soviet public organizations
have promised continued Soviet "aid' as wall ae support. A
PRAVDA editortfal on Soviet foreign policy in general, summarized
by TASS on the 17th, alwo stated briefly that the Soviaet
people, "loyal to the principles of socialist internationalism,"
will continue to give the Vietnamese people ''the necessary
assistance and support.'*

Moscow media have been reporting low-level protest meetings

held throughout the USSR to support the Soviet Government
statement--a standard device to mobilize public opinion behind
government statements on Indochina. Radio Moscow as well as

the radios of Vladivostok and Odessa also have reported protest
meetings in Soviet ports at which seamen and dockers expresced
determination to continue dispatching aid to Vietnam. TASS on

the 13th reported tadiograms from crews of Soviet ships in Haiphong
exprersing resolve to continue helping the Vietnamese. On

12 May the Moscow domestic service carried a statement by the

head of the eastern department of the directorate of Black Sea
shipping lines announcing that "eight heavy tonnage oceangoing
ships are on the way from Odessa and llyichevsk to Haiphong."
(Broadcasts over Vladivostok and Odessa radios on 1] May each
named three ships en route to DRV ports.) The shipping official's
announcement may have been broadcast inadvertently over the

* The editorial is discussed in the U.S.=-Soviet Relations section
of this TRENDS.
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' day the domewt {¢ service mald the Amerlcan prows was piving
“great dttention” to the statement. The flret PRAVDA comment came
o 12 May In an article by the paper's wenfor commentator Yurly
Zhukov, who highlighted the government utatement's warning that
the " w expanslon of aggrewsive actiona” by the Unfted Htatew Iw
Yfraught with merloaw conwequences for International peace and
security' and pointed to worldwide condemnation of U.4, actw,
Like the government statement, the article contalned no personal
refarence to Prestdent Nixon, Zhukov referred {nstead to the
"American armed forcem,” the Pentagon, and the "U.8, Adminfstration,”
e aawalled the Administration for meeking "legal justificstion" for
{tw action, ridiculing UN Ambassador Buwh's argument that the
United States was exercising its right to "collective self-defense.”

Participants in the 14 May domemtic wervice roundtable tiscumsion
questioned the legality of the U.S., action and repeated the Soviet
statement 's demand that the "blockade" be called off immediately.*
One panellist acknowlodged that Secretary Laird has eaid the United
States was not in fact establishing a "blockade," which would

require stopping and searching all ships when they enter DRV
territoria) waters. (A brief 11 May domestic service report of
Laird's press conference the day before had noted that Laird satd

the United States will continue to build up ite air and naval

furces in Vietnam and continue bombings, but did not report that he
{ndicated that the United States would take action to interdict

ships and even to stop a Soviet airlift if necessary.) The roundtable
panelist argued that, whatever terminology ie veed, the United States
s {nterfering with the freedom of shipping, and "this is the
guideline for the Soviet Government in {ts actions to protect ite
ships carrying freight to the fraternal socialist count¢y.'" The
panelist did not elaborate on the reference to protection of Soviet
ships. Another panelist, observing that Kissinger had said the United
States does not regard its actions as a confrontation with the
Soviet Union and is only seeking a way to end the conflict, commented
that Paris is the forum where the United States could discuss its
rroposals with the Vietnamese side.

Zhukov said in the PRAVDA article that the '"collapse" of the
V atnamization policy had prompted Washington to embark on a new

* Damascus media reported that the visiting Soviet Defense Minister
Grechko had denounced the U.S. "naval blockade'" of the DRV in
remarks at a reception in the Syrian capital, but Moscow's brief
accounts of Grechko's speech did not mention Vietnam.
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"Amor lcantyat fon"” of the war,  But the Amertcans "must Finally
realtve," he wald, "that they will not achleve a military wolu-
tion In Indochina.'" HRecalling that Prestdent Johnwon had been

impelled to call off the bombing of the DRV and embark on the
path of negotiationmn, he safd the Ametican people have not
forgotien that "lewson' and are calling Increasingly for an
Immedlate halt to "the Pentagon's'" oparat tonm against North
Vietnam and a return to the negotiating teblea. Zhukov von-
cluded by cliting the Soviet lnvernment mtatement's call Tor

a U,8, return to the Partms talks, And a dorestic wervice
commentary by Ryzhtkov on 1% May obgserved that thiw call s

of "particular importance'" {n the context of the USSR's policy
on "the priorfty of talks and of interstate and {ntergovern-
mantal contacte in the settlement of controversial international

queat fona,"
SOVIET SUPPORT, While the recent comment has avoided
PROTEST MEETINGS highlighting Soviet #1id, and the govern-

ment statemunt referred only to "support,”
followup statements by various Soviet public organizations
have promised continued Soviet "a{d" am well as support A
PRAVDA editorial! on Soviet foreign policy in general, summarized
by TASS on the 17th, also stated briefly that the Soviet
people, "loyal to the principles of socialist internationalism,"
will continue to give the Vietnamese people ''the necessary
assistance and support.'+

Moscow medla have been reporting low=-level protest meetings

held throughout the USSR to support the Soviet Government
statement--a standard device to mobilize public opinion behind
government statements on Indochina. Radio Moscow as well as

the radios of Vladivostok and Odessa alsoc have reported protest
raetings in Soviet ports at which seamen and dockers expressed
determination to continue diagpatching aid to Vietnam, TASS on

the 13th reported radiograms from crews of Soviet ships in Haiphong
expressing resolve to con’inue helping the Vietnamese. On

12 May the Moscow domestic service carried a statement by the

head of the eastern department of the dirvectorate of Black Sea
shipping lines announcing that "eight heavy tonnage oceangoing
ships are on the way from Odessa and llyichevsk to Haiphong."
(Broadcasts over Vladivostok and Odessa radios on 13 May each
named three ships en voute to DRV ports.) The shipping official's
announcement may have been broadcast inadvercently over the

* The editorial is discussed in the U.S.-Soviet Relations section
of this TRENDS.
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contral radiotr 1t wan not rebroadeant or cerried by ‘TAHN}

and In reply to wervice mesuagon from VNA In Hanol on 14 and
1% May requent ing the Hoviet anhouncement for rebroadcawt In
Hano! med{a, UNA's Moscow citlce wald 1t had been upable to
obtain the report from the Soviets,

OTHER MANTFLSTATIONS Moscow'sn reatraint ham been evidenced [n
OF SOVIET RESTRAINT a4 variety of other wayu. TASS' brief
mutinary of the 10 May DRV Government
atatement omitted all the permonal attacks on Premident Nixon, aw
well am the DRV mtatement's amsevtion that the U,S8. actionm
const{tuted a challenge to "vartoums socialist countries,”

In repprting the 11 May meeting between Kosygin and Xuan Thuy, who
had stopped over in Moscow en route from Parims to Hanol, TASS
rald blandly that the conversation took place in "a cordial,
comradely atmosphere, {n the apirit of friendship and solidarity
with the heroic struggle of the Vietnamese people.” TASS did not
report comnents attributed to Kosygin in a 12 May VNA report,
which quoted him as "sternly condemning' the U.S. mining and
"blockading" of DRV ports and as expressing Soviet resolve to
cont inuc to "assist" the Vietnamese people., The VNA report noted
that the DRV ambaswador, who was present during the conversation,
handed Kosygin a copy of the DRV Government statement.%

On 15 May TASS briefly reported that Vice Premier Novikov recelived
the PRG ambassador for a "warm and friendly talk,'" again omitting
details, In a service message from Mosco'r to Hanoi on the 1l6th,

VNA aaid the ambassador gave Novikov a copy of the PRG's 12 May
statement of protest against the U.S, actions and that Novikov

"aff ifrmed the Soviet Union's stand of continuing to suppcrt and

help the just struggle of the Vietnamese people, as exprnssed in

the 11 May Soviet Government statement,''** On the 16th TASS briefly
reported without elaboration that Novikov received the DRV ambassador

*  The DRV ambassador had been received Ly Brezhnev, Kosygin,
Grechko, and Katushev last month. The timing suggested that these
were meetings at which the DRV envny presented the 11 April DRV
Government statement and the 16 April DRV Party-Government. appeal
protesting U.S. bombings, but neither Moscow's nor Hanoi's reports of
the meetings mentioned that he did so.

*%* There were no available reports that any Soviet leaders received
a PRG envoy following the release of the 15 April NFLSV-PRG appeal.
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that day tor o talk tn "a warm friendly atmosphere,”" Agaln, a
VNA worvice message from Mowcow the next day added detallws
unpubllcived by Mowcow, waying Novikov reaflf{rmed that the
Joviet Government and people, "falthful to their Internations!
obligation,” will continue to "wupport" the Vietnamase peoplu
am afflrmed a tho Soviet Government statement,

VNA, but thum far not Moscow median, reported Soviet Ambawsador
Moilk's letter to the prowident of the UN Security Councll,
circulatad on the 1%th, VUNA reported on the 16th that the letter
"vehemently denounced' President Nixon's "new war escalation"

and "omphatically protewced an attempt of the U.8., Government in

the UN Securi{ty Council to justify ite latest aggrowsive acte . . . .
(On 10 May TASS had briefly reported, without conmeat, UN Secretary
General Waldheim's apreal to all parties to act with restraint and
his recollection that he had repeatedly offered mediation on
Vietnam.)

tt

On 12 May VNA reported another incident, on the 10th, in which a
Soviet ship was damaged during raids on Haiphong. According to
VNA, the captain was injured and a crewman was killed. Like a
similar incident on the 9th, protested in a 10 May DRV Chamber of
Commerce statement, this one was ignored in Moscow media. East
Berlin'e NEUES DEUTSCHLAND on 12 May, however, published a
dispatch from a correspondent in Haiphong reporting the incident
of the 9th,
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PRC REACTS CAUTIOUSLY TO PRESIDENT'S ANNOUNCEMENT ON MINING

' Puking's rostrained reactlon to President Nixon's 8 May announcement
on mining DRV ports has boon regluteroad on the el ite level in the
carefully measurad PRC Government statement on tne lLlth and
wimllarly cautfousn remarks by Chou En=lal In a spoach on the
l4th,  Spoeaking ut a banquot for tho visiting Somall president,
Chou echoed the government statement in calling the U.S. actlon
"a grave oscalation"” of the war, but nelther Chou nor the statement
portrayed a challenge to Chinese intereste or o threat to the
International situation, In c¢ontrast, the Somali president
condemned the action as "a deliberate threat" to international
socurity and demanded the immediate cessation of U.S., "aggression."
The Chinese have avolded posing demands, choosing rather to
mininlze their involvement in the situation while directing
attenti{on to Hanoi's remsolve to carry on the struggle. Thus,

Chou expressed confidence that the Vietnamese communists could
not bé Intimidated, and the govarnment statement approvingly
cited the 10 May DRV Government statement's avowal of resolve to
persist In the war over & long period 1f necessary. The Chinese
statement pledged in routine terms that Peking will —ontinue to
provide "rear area" support and assistance to its Vietnamese
allies,

Peking has ifmplicitly differentiated between its response to the
U.S. interdiction measures per se and its reaction to incidents
involving direct damage to the Chinese. Both the government
statement and an 11 May PEOPLE'S DAILY Commentator article,
released earlier, called the action announced by the President a
provocation against the Vietnamese people and 'the people of the
whole world," thus sidestepping any charge of provucation against
the Chinese themselves. The latter charge has appeared during
the current phase of Vietram developments only in the case of
alleged shelling of Chinese ships before the mining operation
and damage to the Chinese economic mission in Hanoi during air
strikes on the 10th. A PRC Foreign Ministry statement on the
9th protested the shelling of the ehips, but only a brief NCNA
dispatch from Hanoi has mentioned the Chinese economic mission,
and this came after Hanoi had publicized the event. The foreign
ministry statement differed notably from previous such protests
a few years ago in failing to raise the issue of Chinese aid to
Vietnam.
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Conalatent with Lts spproach since the Sino-U.S. summit, Peking
has avoided crit?cizing the President directly in commeating on
hi8 declslon., The government statement dismissed the "hypocritical
assertion" by the "IU.S. Government" that it: moves ara designed
not to expand bu: to end the war, and Commentator derided
Washington's talk about wanting to end the war av "sheer
deceltful lies"--a chavge similar to one contained 'n the
previous PRC Government statement on Viatnam on 4 Februavy.,

There has been no meni ion of the President's reference to an
internationally supervised cease-fire apnd a U.S. troop withdrawal,
and the Vietnamese communist peace proposals have also been
ignored in Peking-originated comment. The government statement
did, however, raise the POW aid withdrawal issues in saving the
Prisoners will be returned if the United States withdraws its
forces unconditionally and "ceases supporting the puppet cliques"
in Indechina.

The Chinese statement accused the United States of having "crudely
violated" the 1954 Geneva agreements, This falls short of the
longstanding Chinese claim that the accords had long since been
"zorn to pieces" and are no longer valii, a charge Peking has
svoided in recent weeks. The statement dcrided the U.S. position
that the North Vietnamese had mounted an invasion, but it was
left to the Commentator article to argue more explicitly that

the North Vietnamese "are fully entitled" to support their
"flesh-and-blood compatriots” in the South and that "ths
Vietnamese people” have a right to wage the war "in unity."

Only the Commentator article ment! saed the communist offensive

in the Scuth, limiting itseli to claiming that the "splendid
victories' have dealt "a heavy blow" to Vietnamization.

Peking's reaction to the President's announcement followed a
standard pattern, with the release of the Commentator article
and the government statement on the llth accompanied by a spate
of pickups of foreign reaction. While carrying the texts of

the 10 May DRV statement and the 12 May PRG statement along with
officlal statements from other communist capitals, Peking has
again used an editorial scalpel to excise passages from less
authoritative foreign comment containing offensive personal
attacks on the President or raising issues particularly sensitive
to the Chinese vis-a-vis the Nixon Administration. Thus, NCNA's
account of a 12 April LPA commentary omitted its denunciation of
the President s an "arrogant and bloodthirsty hawk," and NCNA
has scrupulously deleted passages in Vietnamese commentaries
broaching the factor of U.S. presidential politics., 1In recent
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months Peking has been careful to avoid any suggestion that there
is a viable alternative to the Nixon Administration.

PARIS TALKS Peking's more extensive attention to Jevelopments
surrounuing the Paris talks during recent months
was again in evidence during DRV negotiator Xuan Thuy's recent
stopover en route uome, Previously, his stopovers were given
little notice by Peking and his connection with the Paris talks
was let: unmentioned. NCNA reported on the 13th that Thuy,
identified as head of the DRV delegation in Paris, arrived that
day and had "a very -~ordial and friendly conversation' with
Chou and other Chinese officials. NCNA embellished the show of
warmth by say'ng they conversed as '"comrades and brotheis." Among
those greeting Thuy on arrival were Huang Chen, PRC ambassador to
France; DRV Vice Minister of Foreign Trade Ly Ban, who had arrived
in Peking on 3 May "to discuss'" the PRC's 1972 supplementary aid
to Vietnam; and Soviet Ambassador Tolstikov.

Peking's more forthcoming approach to the Nixon Administration as
a negotiating partner was reflected in NCNA's selective account

of Le Duc Tho's 12 May statement to the press in Paris. NCNA
omitted a passage in which Tho deplored U.S. "lack of sincerity"
in the negutiations, in the process avoiding his cJaim that the
Administration had used the 2 May secret meeting to deceive public
opinion in an election year. The NCNA account cited Tho's
professions of an interest ir a negotiated settlement, including
his disavowai of an intent to humiliate the United States and

his invocation of the Geneva accords as the basis for a settlement.
As if to suggest a more compromising approach than the Vietnamese
communists have taken, NCNA quoted Tho's reiteration of terms
calling for a U.S. troop withdrawal and for a government of three
segments but excised a phrase--the only part omitted from a passage
left otherwise intact--saying these terms are "as envisaged" by
the PRG's seven-point plan and its 2 February elaboration of the
"two key points.' :

LETTER TO UN In a letter to the United Nations dated 11 May

and rzleased bty NCNA on the same day, PRC
representative Huang Hua made clear Peking's opposition to a UN
role in the Vietnam conflict. Stating flatly that the Vietnam
question "has nothing to do with the United Nations in the first
place," Huang sought to discourage the new secretary general from
pursuing his init!-tive of involving the Security Council, pointing
out that the United Nations "has never meddled" in the Vietnam
question since the 1954 Geneva conference.
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MOSCOW, PEKING CITE ONE ANOTHER'S VIETNAM STATEMENTS

Mowsow and Peking have been putting a correct face on thelr
relattonw aw thelr Vietnameso allles appeal for support in the
face of .4, Interdletion moves, FEach silde acknowlaedged the
other's formal statement on Presldent Nixon's 8 May announcement,
and each noted the predonce of the other country's ambassador
during DRV negotlator Xuan Thuy's stopovers {n Moscow and Peking
on hiuw way home Crom Paris.* However, these are Incremental
moves rather than dramatlc departures from past practice, and
vach wide has continued low=lovel sniping at its rival. An
effort to glve a more correct and less acrimonious appearance

to Slno-Soviet relatlons has been under way since the Peking
border talks began in October 1969, and there have been signs

{n recent weeks that the two communist sides have sought to
limit the U.S. leverage in t' " triangular relationship during
the pertod of the President's summit meetings.

MOSCOW A collection of TASS reports on foreign statements,

published in PRAVDA on the 13th, included one on the
PRC Government statement on the President's announcement. The
PRC statcment was quoted as coudemning the President'r decision
and pledging Chinese backing as Vietnam's "reliable rear area.''w
In the past Moscow on occasicn has acknowledged official Chinese
gtatements on Vietnam and other subjects, including the 10 April
PRC Foreign Ministry statement denouncing U.S. air strikes on the
DRV,

A 12 May TASS report on Xuan Thuy's departure from Moscow on his
way home via Peking noted the presence of the PRC ambassador, the
first such Soviet acknowledgment of the presence of a Chinese

* Thuy arrived in Moscow on 10 May and departed on the 12th,
arrived in Peking on the 13th and departed on the 16th, and
returned to Hanol on the 1l6th. VNA reported on the 17th that
after his return he had "separate meetings' with the Soviet,

Ch nese, and Cambodian ambassadcrs, the Pathet Lao representative,
and the French delegate general,

** The original version carried by TASS and the Moscow domestins
radio on the 12th did not include the Chinese pled of support.
Thus, the press version carried the next day conve stronger
Chinese reaction.
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' vnvoy In connection with stopovers of DRV and RO deleogates (o
tho Parfs tallku, Mouwcow has not normally reported the prosence

of Ghinewe at daparturew or arrivaly of Vietname o delegat fona,
bt a procodont for the rocent ovent occurred when the Chinewe

smbansador wad roported present for the departure of Le Duan In
May 1971 aftor attending the CPSU Congrewum,

Moscow haw limlited ftw cricietum ol Peking's Vietoam pollcy to
broadcasts In Mandarin, For example, a broadcast on the 14th

over Radlo Pence and l'rogross cited forelgn sources for roferoncen
to Peking's "anti=Soviet and wplittiut"” policy and to the Improved
Sino=U.S5, relations as permitting Washington to take "oxtreme
measgures"” agafnst the DRV, Moscow's broadcasts to the Chinese
have also appealed for "unfted actlion" in support of the
Vietnamese. A Mandarin-language commentary over Radio Moucow

on the L2th, stressing the role played by Soviet military aid to
the DRV, rclted the DRV Government statement's appeal to the
communist and other countries to stay the U.,S. hand in Victnam,
Closing with a call on the Chinese to take unfted action with

the other communist countries, the commentary struck a familiar
polemical note in saying the United States invariably considers
Peking's "splittist" stand when deciding on escalating the war.

Overall, the level and hosiility of Soviet comment on China have
dropped markedly since the polemical campaign surrounding the Sino-
U.S., summit. This development, however, secms related to the
triangular great-power situaticn rather than to the recent

phase of the Yietnam conflict. These consideraiions were
reflected in Brezhnev's major foreign policy address on 20 March,
the date also of chief Soviet negotiator Ilichev's return to

the Peking border talks. Brezhnev deferred judgment on the
implications of the President's China trip while looking forward
in a positive spirit to the impending Soviet-U.S. summit.
Brezhnev's conciliatory approach, followed by Soviet polemical
restraint toward the Chinese, suggests an effort to avoid any
impression of Sino-Soviet tension that might enhance the U.S.
bargaining position.

PEKING In the only unusual departure from Peking's past

practice, the NCNA domestic service--but not the
international service--carried the text of the 11 May Soviet
Government statement on the President's announcement In the
past Peking republished Soviet documents, but as "negative
examples" accompanied by polemical commentary. Peking has not
commented on the Soviet reaction to the President's announcement
or on his remarks addressed to Moscow.
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My the 1 Vth, the aame day ita dimeat s usiviie carvisd (he
Boviet atatement, litliA'a Internat fonal a~¢vice vteported the
pteaeni e of Hoviel Ambaamadot Tolatfkov at the Peking alrport

to gvost Yuan Thuy., JICHA hald alan veported Tolaf tkov'a

preaenie at the afrport on 29 April when Le Due Tho deparied

for Muacow on hie way hack to Paria, amd Tor the past two yeara
the Chiesae have noted the premeivce »f Rovie' esnvoym at the
arvrival or departure of DRV veuresentat ives whome {tinerary

alao included Moncow, Othet recent Chineme geaturea (o Lhe
Sovieta--auch an the floviet border negotiatora' tour of Bouth
China laut month, publiciged by hoth siden=<have alnn had
precedentn in the pant year or mo, There have been new elementn,
however, aw in the report by both sides that ths twn border
delegations laid wreaths ot the "Pavilion of the Blood-Se)led
Friendship Betweer: the Chinese and Soviet Peoples.” In addition,
during the Prestdent's China visit Poking reported for the f{rut
time in meveral years that Chineme officialr {n Manchurian
citlen placed wreathm in honor of Soviet Armed Forces Day on
memoriale for fallen Soviet moldiers.

In the meantime, Peking's ant{-Soviet polemics have continued
on the low level maintained since the harsh exchangos at the
time of the Indlan-Pakistani conflict. NCNA cited a speech

by a Chinese worker delegation leader in Tirana on 9 May {n
which she lauded Albanian resistance to "modern revisionism
with the Soviat revisionist clique at {ts center," but Peking
has left it to third parties to criticize Moscow on the Vietnam
question, On the l1th NCNA carried excerpts from a pro-Peking
Australian party publication that assailed Moscow for
collaborating with the United States "for a Far East Munich

to sell out the Indochinese people."” NCNA on the l4th picked
up an Albanian charge that Moscow was exerting pressure on

the Vietnamese to accept the recent U.S. peace proposals.
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RV, FRONT COMPEST O WA JTH SOUTH, FOLETICAL DEVELDPRE TS

Vietnameae  vemuniat media cont inus rout inely to lawd the ¢ommmiata’
military arhisvemanta In fSouth Vietnaw in rerent wesha, atrezaing
that thelr "viitnriea” domanatrate the failure of Vietnamisat ion andd
porinting ont the impavrtance of the expanesion of "liherated arean.”
The proapect of further attacka wan rataed In 2 15 Pay Liberat ion
Radio “sditorial,” pegged to the 19 Pay anniveraaty of Ho CFi Hink's
birth, which ¢latmed that the libetrat ton forcen "have the condiftiona
to expand the acope of theit offenaive, 1o litherate one area aftet
anothet, and to create gond apring. rards for attacking the enemy oven
more vigoreualy,” The "armed forcea and people,'” according to the
editerial, "are advancing toward winning the greatest victoriea and
achleving merita to commemorate” Ho'n hirthday,

COMPARTSON WITH A comparison between the communiata’' alleged
ANT T -FREHNCH WAR defeat of the allted tactic of umsing fire basen

and the communiat victoriea over the French in
1950 wan drawm in an artirle {n th~ 5 May NHAN DAN, attributed to
"Tlen Cong" (Attack). Citing fire hamem overrun by communist forcem
durtng the current offenmive, Tien Cong obmerved that '"the Americanm
are worried not only about the loss of a acore of bawes, but almo
about the fact that one of the bamic tactice of theit defenme utratoegy
on the battlefield im collapming.” He noted that the fire bases are
often huflt {n a network to provide mutual mupport and went on to
point out that {f several bases are "encirclvd and attacked at the
same time, they cannot help one another and are plunged finvo
confusion." According to Tien Cong, the liberation troops, "having
high morale, clever tactics, and {ncreamingly improved equipment,"”
can "at one time attack and occupy a series of the enemy's most
powerful fire tases."

Theorizing on the implications of PLAF successes, Tien Cong observed
t.hat "when one side in a war is capable of defeating a basic tactic
of the adversary, it (s capable of changing the situation on the
battlefield." "Such a situation,' he maintained, "actually occurred
during our people's war of resistance against the French colonialists,
when our VPA was strong enough .c launch attacks against strongholds
and attack and occupy large bases such as Dong Khe in the autumn of
1950." The French system of defense based on bunkers was stalemated
both theoretically and practically, Tien Cong continued, and
"{immediately after that, General De Lattre's concrete defense line
went bankrupt.' Tien Cong noted that t! ereafter, in early 1954, the
VPA captured the Dien Bien Phu base and endangered the French defense
system of base complexes, and that the French encountered 'many acute
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contradictbima’ aml weve "virdven Inte a mote asrioualy paaaive
poattion.”  NHe commentedt " The L.fi.-puppeta are facing the asme
ajtuat fon,”

PRV Detfenae Miniater Vo Nguyen Glap diaruaued the aame periond of
the teata'anre againat the French In him lengthy fTour-part article,
entitle! “"Arm the Revolutionary lHasmes and Build the People's
Army," which Hanoi ham been publiciging in tnmtalimentn aince
December.* In the third part of the article, publiahed 1n the
February QUAN DOT NHAN DAN magarine, Glap portrayed the remiatance
wat againat the French (n much a way as to highlight ite
nimitaritien with the current fighting, although he did not draw
any direct analogiea. Fven pointirg {n effect to a precursor to
Vietnamization, Giap maid that the French in 1947 tried to "uwe
Vietnamere to fight Vietnameme.'" MHim account of the 19350 border
campaign ham many parallels with the apparent communist objectivens
fn their current offensive, Gilap noted that in 19350 the communiuntm
launched a "big military campaign” and destroyed 'an important

part of the enemy's seasoned mobile forces," "plerced through the
defense lines in the border area, liberated a vast area, and
congtructed roads to communicate with socialimt countries.''"w

QUANG TRI1, THUA THIEN Vietnamese communist media promptly
COUNTEROFFENSIVES acknowledged and deprecated the 13 May

attacks by South Vietnamese marines in
Quang Tri, north of the My Chanh River. Hanoi and Front broadcasts
on the l4th and the llanoi press on the 15th ridiculed Saigon's
claims to have launched a counteroffensive o ratake Quang Tri
Province and to have reoccupied Hai Lang district town. The
communists alleged that the marines advancing on the ground were
"immediately intercepted" and sustained 100 casualties. At the
game time, according to communist reports, the PLAF countered the
airborne marine assault by downing six aircraft, including "four
helicopters" carrying marines, causing "the rest of the enemy air
fleet" to "turn tail in panic.”

*  Portions of the Giap article labeled parts one, two, and three
were published, respectively, in the December, January, and February
issues of the military journal QUAN DOI NHAN DAN; the March issue of
the journal is not available. The first and second parts cf the
article were published in the January and February issues of the party
Journal HOC TAP. The article was not continued in. the March issue of
HOC TAP, but the April issue carried the portiou of the third part
previously published in the QUAN DOl NHAN DAN magazine, as well as an
apparent continuation of this third part. The fourth part of the
article is not yet available.

** This portion of Giap's article is discussed in the 26 April TRENDS,
pages 6-8,
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Wanot and Front bhroadeants on the 1ath telated the Houth Vistnameas
aaaault to the government 's efforte to ahore up worale Tor the
defenne of Hue, Liberation Hadlo ascyribed particular algniflcance
to thin point, clatming that "the V. 4. <Thieu clique {n worried
abaut Hue becauvae the fall of this city would mean an end fo
Vietnamieat fon and the collapue of the Thieu regime.”

Hanot has alwo denfed Satgon's claim to have reoccupled Fire Baue
Bantogne (denignated Dong Tranh bawe by the communists) on 1% May.
A articie in QUAN DOT NHAN DAN on the 17th declared that “the
'viciory' boanted by the enemy im a wheer fabrication, mince

Satgon troops have not msucceeded In getting anywhere near

Bamtogne, let alone in 'recapturing' it." According to the article,
the report that the base wouthwest of Hue had been recaptured wau
demigned to "cover the real defeatw' of the allies. "The fow

seak probes by the Saigon troops,” the paper added, "were magnified
only to strengthen the morale of the U.S.-paid army in Saigon."

POLICIES OF THE QUANG TRI Further dlrectives from the revolutionary

REVOLUT IONARY COMMITTEE adminiutration in Quang Tri Province have
been publicized, following a communique

released on 4 May which announced the formation of a "provimional"

committee for Quang Tri city.* On 11 May Liberation Radio broadcast

a 10-point communique of the Quang Tri provincial revolutionary

committee--dated 24 April, a week before the communists' capture

of the province--proclaiming the abolition of the GVN's provincla!

government and establishment of the "people's revolutionary

administration." Reflecting the communists' apparent concern to

win the sympathy of the population, the 24 April communique promised

that the lives, property, and rights of the people will be protected;

that the property of the "U.S. imperialists' and the Saigon government

will be turned into public property; that industry, trade, and public

installations will be safeguarded; and that the lives and property of

foreign residents will be protected. It callad upon personnel of the

Saigon army and government tc report to the revolutionary

administration with their weapons and gear, and it reiterated the

offer in the PRG's 25 January l10-point statement to help them return

to their homes or allow them to "serve the revolutionary administration."

On the 12th Liberation Radio broadcast a much longer 10-point communique
from the Quang Tri committee which covered many of the points raised in
the 24 April document. The new communique bore no date, but its

* This initlal communique is discussed in the 10 May TRENDS, page 23.
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atatement that all goverament Inmiallations are confimcated and
will be managed by the revolutionary adminiatratton "am of today”

nuggerta Lhat 1t wan drafted around the heginning of May at
the tite of the comtuniat takeover of the province,

The undated communigue promimed, among other things, that there
would he no dimcrimination againet familiem of people werving

the Halgon rogime and doclared that the "revolutionary administrat fon'
in ready to cooperdte with all elements "approving of peace,
Independence, noutrality, the ounting of the Americanm, and the
toppling of Nguyen Van Thieu." It said that the revolutionary
admintatratfon will punish any who oppose tt or disturb order and
security and added that {t will commend thome who help prevent
enemy sabotage. Like the earlier comhunique, thiw one pledged to
protect the lives, proporty, and work of the people and all

public (nwtallations. It also offered a "guarantee" of 'freedom
and democracy for all Vietnameze citizens'" and endorsed the
principle of "equalfity, unity, and mutual support between various
nationalities," Civil gervants were instructed to resume their
work and insure the normal functioning of their agencies; and
soldiers were offered the terms of the 25 January statement,
Finally, the communique reiterated the promise to protect
"legitimate rights" of foreign residents "who lead an honest life,"
and it specified that this offer extended to "American residents."

On 13 May Liberation Radio broadcast another 10-point communique
from the Quang Tri committee, dated that day, which outlined 10
"commandments' for '"cadres, personnel, and combatants in the newly
liberated area." Among other things, the commandments directed
that the lives and property of the people be protected, that
individuals and houses not be searched without authority, that
criminals be handed over to responsible organs for prosecution,
that property not be misappropriated, and that damages be
indemnified. It also enjoined the cadres and combatants not to be
haughty or oppress the people and to be "diligent, thrifty, honest,
and impartial."

Along with the release of official communiques from the Quang Tri
revolutionary administration, Vietnamese communist media have
publicized low-level reports on the situation in that province.
For example, LPA reported on the l4th that regional and guerrilla
forces in HaiLang district had "persauded 150 puppet agents to
surrender' and had seized various weapons. In addition, according
to LPA, "65 puppet nzents including village chiefs, policemen, and
members of the local administration in Trieu Phong district
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surrendered ., . . to the local psople.” A 16 May VNA repord
atiributed to a NHAN DAN corrveapondent , on the Quany Trl
populatton's attitude oward the "ltiberatlon forcen,' ment foned a
mesting to eloct a "people's adiniatrat fon,”
RLACTION TO SAIGON'S Hano! proaw articles on 14 May and other

MARTIAL LAW MLASURLS commentarien predictuably scored the

martial law moawures announced by the
South Vietnameme Government on 11 May, NHAN DAN'w comment that
"the famcint measures cannot save the Thieu clique from collapwe"
waw typlcal., ‘The paper added that "brazen acts of banditry and
murdaer" will only make the regime more fnolated and that
"{ndiscriminate prems-ganging and troop upgrading' will only
make the ARVN "more ramshackle and more easily disintegrated."
A Liberatifon Radlo commentary charged that Presfdent Thieu had
"exposed himself as a fasclst who wants to centrallze all power
fn his own hands" and labeled him "the number one enemy of the
people." The radio claimed that the "Vietnamization boat 1s sinking"
and that Thieu is "sustaining scvere defeats, faced with the strength
of the people who are arising to topple nhim."

HANOI ANNOUNCES REGULATIONS ON MAINTAINING ORDER AND SECURITY

Hanol propaganda continues to register concern about the maintenance
of order and security in the face of U.S, alr strikes and the
disruption caused by the evacuation of major cities. Hanol media
reported on 11 May that the Premier had issued a decision on the 5th
promulgating regulations on maintaining security and order and
managing commerce in wartime, The decision was described as
implementing a Council of Ministers resolution adopted at a 'regular"
meeting on 17 April--the day after the massive U.s5. air attacks in
the Hanoi-Haiphong area. Available propaganda had not previously
mentioned the Council of Ministers meeting.

The 5 May decision called for the dissemination and enforcement of

a series of regulations which, among other things, warned of '‘severe
punishment" for persons who "take advantage of war conditions to
sabotage production and combat tasks, disturb security, and order,
spread false news, engage in bandit or hooligan activities, or
encroach'" on private or public property. Indicating some of the
specific problems Hanol faces, the regulations also asserted that
"it is strictly forbidden to engage in speculation, in illegal
trade, in the sale and purchase of food ration cards, or in exploiting
the evacuated people and agencies transporting them or selling them
food." Elements responsible for enforcing order and security and
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panaging commerce were aluwo warned not to "abandon thelr posts
or take advantage of thelr functton to cauwe damage to the state
and people,”

Hano! had evincod wimllar coticern over problums of order and
woctrity durlng the U8, aly atrikes against the DRV between

196% and 1968, VFor example, Hoang Quoc Viet, In his role aw the
chief of the DRV's Supreme Procuratorate, reported to a Natlonal
Awsembly wession {n April 1966 that durinrg the past year him
branch had "helghtened the duties and intensified the task of
controlling the execution of the law in order to strengthen the
goclallst legal system and serve the consolidation of the dictatorship
of the proletariat in wartime." In the same report, releaved by
Yanoi{ on 8 May 1966, Viet called for the further dissemination of
existing laws and enactment of new laws 'to watisfy the demands of
wartime." A decree on counterrevolutionary crimes was approved in
October 1967.% And in October 1970, two years after the bombing
halt, decxees on crimes of infringement on private and socialist
property were adopted,

Problems created by evacuation of the population were acknowledged

in Hanol media as early as 1965, although evacuation meqsures were
glven the greatest attention following the first U.S. air strikes

in the Hanoi-Haiphong area in June 1966, An article by Le Quoc Than,
vice minister of public security, in the June 1965 issue of TUYEN
HUAN (PROPAGANDA AND TRAINING) pointed up many securlty problems.
Than urged, among other things, that the lives and property of
refugees be protected and that there be a movement to 'promptly
combat hoarding and speculation of goods and other tricks intended

to oppress the refugees in their daily trade."

* The decree on counterrevolutionary crimes, made public in
March 1968, is discussed in the 28 March 1968 FBIS SURVEY, pages
15-17,
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U S =SOVIET RELATIONS

' MOSCOW COMMENT LAYS GROUNDWORK FOR PRESIDENT'S TRIP TO USSR

Af tor a month=long hiatus that coincided with the heightening of
tonsions over Vietnam, Soviet contral medla have now resumed
comment preparatory to President Nixon's vimit to Moscow-=in a
lower key than before, seeking to rationallze Brezhnev's detenta
pollcy in the preosent situation. Editorials in TZVESTIYA on t)e
l6th and in PRAVDA un the 17th, while avoiding direct mention of
the summit, emphasized the "possibility" and "desirability" of
improved relations with the United States. The editorials
closely followed the lines of Brezhnev's 20 March gpeech at

the Soviet trade union congress in portraying a Soviet policy

of settling international problems by negotiation rathar than
confrontation. Defensively reaffirming Moscow's loyalty to

the principles of proletarian internationalism, the PRAVDA
editorial expressed '"solidarity' with the North Vietnamese
struggle and stated that the USSR will continue to provide
"necessary aid and support."

PRAVDA EDITORIAL Entitled "Steering a Leuinist Course,' the
PRAVDA editorial portrayed Moscow as '"con-
sistently" pursuing a policy of coexistence, successfully
balancing the "vital interests of mankind" and world peace with
those of its allies. PRAVDA argued that "the choice mankind
faces today is between cooperation and confrontation, of relaxa-
tion or the heightening of tension and, in the long run, the
choice of the policy of peace or the policy of war." Under
such conditions, it asserted, the Soviet Union "invariably
declares for liquidation of the hotbeds of war.'" At the same
time, the paper defensively insisted, Moscow "firmly upholds
the interests of world socialism, of all its friends and allies."
The editorial went on to pledge loyalty to socialist inter-
nationalism and specifically to the DRV, promising the latter
"necessary aid and support."

PRAVDA revealed Moscow's order of priorities, however, by con-
centrating on such issues as U.S.-Soviet relations, disarmament,

. European security, and a coliective security system for Asia.
Without specifically mentioning the upcoming summit, the
editorial stated that the Soviet Union "attaches considerable
importance to the development of equal mutually advantageous
relations with the United States." Invoking "Leninist principles"
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of counlisvtonce, It strossed that the (mprovement of Soviet=

Amar Lean rolations Ie "ponnible and destirable but should not

bu achiuval at the oxponke of third countries.”" Offaring what
amounts Lo o rvatlonale for the summit, the edltorfal declared:
"AWw to the Soviet=Amorican contacts on disarmamant, :he achleve-
mont of a mutually uccoptable agreement In the tolke on wtratuglc
arms limitatlon would sult the intoroswts of the Soviet and
American pooples und the interests of International security."

TZVESTIYA EDITORIAL The LZVESTIYA editorial made a similar
cuse for Moscow's "conslstent" foreign
policy, stating that Lt "serves the vital interests of the
peoples, facilitutes the easing of international tensions, and
supports the national liberation movements.'" Declaring that
"the world 1s recognizing more and more that a settlement of
international problems can and must be sought through negotia-
tions rather than confrontation," the editorial recounted
various Soviet coatributions toward a lessening of world
tensions. It noted that "tangible changes" were taking place
in Europe as a result of Soviet initiatives, citing the Soviet
and Polish treaties with the Federal Republic, the big-four
agreement on Berlin, and preparations for a European security
conference. Among 'crucial documents" alleged to have improved
international relations, it cited the U.N. general assembly proposal
for a world disarmament conference, 'taken at the initiative
of the Soviet Union," and the convention on banning biological

weapons.
OTHER COMMENT, Soviet preparations for the summit were also
REPORTAGE reflected in belated TASS publicity, on the

16th, for a Gorokhov article in the May
issue of the monthly INTERNATIONAL LIFE--signed to the press on
21 April--which argued for improved U.S.-Soviet relations.
The timing of the TASS release and the statement in the article
that the USSR approaches the summit from "realistic positions"
seemed designed as confirmation that the summit was on. The
TASS release constituted the first Soviet commentary on U.S.-
Soviet relations since IZVESTIYA political commentator Matveyev's
article in the Soviet monthly USA, signed to the press on
13 April and given no publicity by TASS or Radio Moscow.

On 15 May PRAVDA intimated that the summit had not been aborted
by Vietnam developments by publicizing TASS dispatches from
London and New York reporting statements by U.S. officials to the
effect that preparations for the trip were proceeding "according
to plan." And a TASS dispatch from Washington on the 17th
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reported 4 White llouse press conference statement that the
Prusident waw La Camp David preparing for "his coming trip to
Moscow." Radio Moscow had reported on the L5th that in numerous
letturs und telegramse, Soviet citizens were expressing satisfac-
tion that In the International arena & situation is developing
that allows one to hope for new and important shifts toward
easing international tension."

CONFIDENTTAL

Approved For Release 2000/08/09 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300050020-8




Approved For Release 2000/08/09 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300050020-8

CONFIDENTTAL FBLS TRENDS
17 MAY 1972

- 32 -
iIDDLE EAST

DEFENSE MINISTER GRECHKO TREATED WITH RESERVE IN SYRIA

Soviet DYefense Minister Grechko's 10-14 May visit to Syria was
r,iven muted publicity by both sides, along the lines of the treat-
ment accorded his visit to Iraq last December and his talks in
Egypt in Februaty.¥* Damascus media seemed notably cautious.
Where Moscow repeatedly said Grechko was paying an "official
friendly visit" at the invitation of the Syrian Government,
Damascus specified that the invitation was from his countarpart,
Defense Minister Talas, and appar intly nnly once even described
the visiv as "official." Where TASS called Grechko's two meet-
ings with Presidcnt Hafiz al-Asad "warm and cordi:cl," Damascus
refrained from any characterization. The Syriansn falled to
acknowledge the conclusion of "a number of agrezments,' which
TASS announced with no further explanation., Dissimilar TASS
and Damascus reports at the conclusion of the visit, in both
cases in tlie style cf a communique but not described as such,
were issued on the l4th, a Moscow commeniary iu Arabic on the
15th, however, cited the ''Soviet-Syrian joint communique' in
quoting from TASS' report. (Communiques had been issued on
Grechko's Baghdad and Cairo visits in December and February.)

On the heels of the Grechko visit, Damascus radio on the 1l7th
confirmed a 5 May report in the Syrian paper ATH-THAWRAH that
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 'Abd al-Halim
Khaddam would leave for Peking on the 18th heading a delegation
on a one-week official visit at the invitation of the PRC
Government. Coincidentally, an Iraqi Government delegation

had visited Peking shortly after Grechko's visit to Baghdad

in December.

VARIATIONS Both the TASS and the Damascus reports issued on
IN REPORTS the l4th noted that Grechko met with al-=Asad and

with Prime Minister Khulayfawi as well as with
Talas. But there were inconsistencies in the treatment of other
aspects of the visit:

* Damascus media noted that Grechl.o's delegation included the
Soviet naval commander in chief, Admiral Gorshkov, and the aix
force commander, Marshal Mutakhov, as well as foreign ministry
official Sytenko.
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+ TASS noted that the Soviet guests were accorded an 'extremely
warm welcome," underlining the friendly relations between the

two countries "and the eagerness to develop and strengthen them."
P -ascus sald the visitors received ''a cordial welcome and warm
hospitality" indicative of the Syrian people's sentiments of
"friendship and kind feeli:, 3" toward the Soviet people.

+ Where TASS said that Grechko visited military units and
"military educational establishments," Damascus reported that
he visited military units and "frontline positions.'" Damascus
added--but TASS did not--that Grechko at the end of the visit
stresred his imprussion that the Syrian forces "have attained
a hign level of combat training and excellent mastery of their
weapons." wvamascus--but again not TASS--also reported Gre-hko
as referring, in a reception speech on the 12th, to his visit
to the fro.tlines where he was impressed by the Syrian armed
forces' firmness and preparedness to '"liberate" the occupied
Arab territories.

+ The TASS report on the l4th concluded by noting the Syrians'
expression of "sincere gratitude" fo: the USSR's 'great unselfish
aid" in strengthening Syria's defense and training national
cadres. No such expression was recorded in Damascus' report.

But Talas--at a reception given by Soviet Ambassador Mukhitdinov,
reported by Damascus on the l2th--expressed gratitude for Soviet
support to the Arabs and concluded that Grechko's visit would
"undoubtedly contribute to the enhancement of the combat capa-
bility" of Syria's armed forces. Reporting Grechke's second
visit with President al-Asad on the 13th, TASS said the Syrian
president "highly assessed' the talks held between the two
defense ministers and "the results achieved," which "rre an
important contribution" to strengthening friendship ari
cooperation between the Syrian and Soviet peoples.

MILITARY Still other discrepancies appeared in the two
COOPERATION sides' reports of the military discussions.
Damascus wrapped up the talks in a sentence
to the effect that "fruitful discussions' were held on
"strengthening military cooperation.' TASS, on the other
hand, while claiming that the talks were held in "an atmos-
phere of friendship and complete mutual understanding,"
indicated that there was less than full agreement in noting
that the two sides "exchanged opinions' on questions of
strengthening and further developing cooperation between
the Soviet and Syrian armed forces. But TASS also said both
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wildow vxprosgsued satlsfaction with the state of friendly relations
butween the two armles and noted a need "to further expand and
strongthen” these rolations in the iInterests of ralsing Syria's
"defense potentinl" and consolldating the friendship between thwu
Soviet and Syrlan peoples. In this connection, TASS added, "an
arrangement was made for taking a number of additional measures

{n the flield of military cooperation.” On the 13th TASS had
reported that Grechko's talks with Maj. Gen, Talae "ended with the
signing of a number of agreements on further developing Soviet~
Syrian cooperation."

Neither side, of course, mentioned the possibility of a Soviet-
Syrian treaty along the lines of those Moscow had concluded with
Lgypt and Iraq, or any linkage between such & treaty and military
assistance. A possible hint of such a connection appeared in a
12 May SOVETSKAYA ROSSIYA article by PRAVDA's former Middle East
specialist Igor Belyayev. Discussing Soviet friendship and
cooperation with Egypt, Syria, and Iraq, Belyayev praised the
Egyptian and Iraql treaties and vent on to say that the Egyptians
ond Iraqis, who are defending cheir countries against "Israeli
aggression'" and imperialist intrigues, ''mow have modern weapons
at their disposal’; he conspicuously failed to include the
Syrians.

Possibly with Syrlan reluctance toward a treaty in mind, Moscow's
15 May followup commentary on ihe Grechko visit, broadcast in the
Arabic service, assured listeners that in giving Syria and other
Arab countries the '"necessary assistance' the Soviet Union

attaches no '"conditions infringing on the Arabs' national
sovereignty and independence." Explaining Soviet-Syrian mili-

tary cooperation as stemming from the need to "reply firmly"

to Israell and imperialist designs, the commentary reiterated

the charge that the Arabs' "enemies' wecre trying to disparage

and misrepresent the 'principled nature" of Soviet-Arab cooperation.

The Beirut daily AN-NAHAR speculated on the 12th that Syria's
cautious, reserved attitude on the Grechko visit stemmed from
its concern that '"thege 'important' talks drag it into discus-
sions" on a friendship treaty, which it said Syria considers
unnecessary. The paper claimed that this subject had been
under serious discussion during the past few months but that
the Syrian Ba'th Party had decided not to sign any treaty,
believing that sincere cooperation with the USSR did not
require an alliaice agreement.
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GRECHKO REMARKS Domascus radio provided more dotails than

TASS did Ln reporting the Graechko and Talae
specches at Ambassador Mukhitdinov's reception on the 12th,
(Neither side indlcated that speeches were exchanged at Talas'
11 May luncheon for Grechko or at his receptilon for the Soviet
guests on the 13th.) Both versions cited Grechko's statement,
along the lines of the recent Soviet-Egyptian communique, that
in the circumstances the Arab states 'have every reason to use
other means, too," beyond political, to regain the occupied
hrab lands, In the TASS version Grechk~, prefacing this state-
ment with an explanation of the "circ “ances," described
Israel as persisting in occupation of cu. Arab lands, thereby
defying UN decisions, aggravating .he situation, and--in a
phrase pointedly omitted from Damascus' account--"irustrating
attainment of a political settlement."

According to Damascus, Grechko reviewed Soviet-Syrian coopera-
tion, noting that Syria was the first Arab country with which
the USSR had concluded an economic and technical cooperation
agreement and adding cryptically that '"this cooperation has
presently reached its climax."
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COMMUNIST RELATIONS

PRAVDA OBSERVER ARTICLE REBUTS CRITICISM FROM DUTCH CP

Moscow chose the authoritative format of a PRAVDA Observer
(Obozrevatel) article on 12 May to respond to criticism of the
CPSU by the small independent-minded Communist Party of the
Netherlands (CPN) in February and March, blaming the Dutech
party's leuaders for a prolonged lack of contact between the
CPSU and the CPN and acrusing them of distorting the CPSU's
position. The PRAVDA article also responded to complaints by
the Dutch party, in the same February and March documents, about
an article in this year's first issue of VOPROSY ISTORII KPSS
(Problems of Hiatory of the CPSU) which had taken issue with
former CPN leader De Groot on the historical role of the Comintern.

PRAVDA's choice of such an authoritative vehicle to air the
CPSU's squabble with the relatively insignificant Dutch party
attests to Moscow's continuing sensitivity to criticism from
other par<ies, particularly on the score of CPSU interference

in their affairs via efforts to achieve coordinated policy
positions. Notably, summaries of the Observer article were
broadcast by Radio Moscow to areas where, with only one exception,
local communist parties either recently have had or still have
major differenccs with the CPSU., Thus Moscow broadcast summaries
in Spanish (twice), in Germon to Austria, and in Italian, Swedish,
English to the Unived Kingdom, Greek, Japanese, and Indonesian.
Summaries in German to Germany were the only ones that did not
fall cleanly into the pattern.

The timing of PRAVDA's belated response to the CPN's charges
seems related to the imminence of the 24th CPN Congress, scheduled
for 26-~28 May. The later of the two CPN documents to which the
article replied had been published in the CPN organ in preparation
for the congress. The timing may also be related, though less
directly, to the opening in Moscow on 15 May of a two-day
conference convened by the Institute of the International Workers
Movement of the USSR Academy of Sciernces to discuss '"new
phenomena in the world revolutionary working class movement"
since the 1969 Moscow international communist conference. TASS
reported on the 15th that the conference was attended by
representatives from the USSR and all of its East European

allies, including Romania, and that the openiug speech by
Katushev, CPSU Secretary in charge of relations with ruling
parties, stressed the importance of close cooperation among
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the parties In the theoretical wphere. Hungartan Polfthuro

mumbar Komocsin read a roport on the need for unity in the
world communist movement, according to TASS, and the CPSU
Central Committea's expoert on West Luropean affairs, Zagladin,
took to task both rightwing "opportunists" and "'leftist'
revisionlsts" I(n the international movement. The director

of the sponsgoring Soviet Lnstitute, Timur Timofeyev, was
elected chalrman of a newly formed commission on "the working
class In the world revolutionary process,"

CPN DOCUMENTS PRAVDA's Observe!: responded to two CPN

documents, the most recent one a CPN Executive
Committee report published in the central party organ DE WAARHEID
on 24 March in preparation for the 24th 7PN Congress. The March
re_ort recalled and reiterated the substance of an earlier
Executive Committee statement, dated 23 February and also
published in DE WAARHEID, which rebutted VOPROSY ISTORII KPSS'
criticism of the CPN's De Groot.*

The February CPN statement charged the authors of the Soviet
journal article, A. P, Dimitriyev and K. K. Shirinya, with a
"vicious" and "primitive" attempt to 'sow dissension" in the

CPN leadership. It complained that they tried to "whitewash"

the German-Soviet pact of 1939, that they recalled the Comintern
in "nostalgic" terms of approbation, and that they discussed

the "Jewish question" in the Netherlands under the Nazi occupation
with "disdain' and out of context. The CPN statement singled out
the following passage from the Soviet journal article as
particularly offensive:

De Groot's publication on the question of the history
of the Comintern and his theoretical position play into
the hands of the powers that are out to divide the
communist movement and poison it with nationalism.
Marxist-Leniniste should not be indifferent to s:ch
phenomena but should take resolute action.

This, thc CPN complained, was "a perfidious camouflaged provocation
toward members of the CPN." The statement went on to assert that
similar attempts had been made to "sow seeds of division" in other
communist parties, ''especially in the Spanish, Italian, and
Japanese parties . . . despite the CPSU's agreement not to
intervene. That this is now tried from Moscow in Holland by

* Sce the TRENDS of 15 March 1972, pages 17-21, for a discussion

of this article among others in a spate of Soviet press commentaries
stressing the need for better coordination among parties to achieve
common ideological positions.

Approved For Release 2000/08/09 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300050020-8
CONFIDENTIAL

e




Approved For Release 2000/08/09 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300050020-8

CONFIDENTIAL FRIS CTRENDS
17 MAY 1972
- 38 -
means of a couple of wrlters Indicates that this {s a common
rovidglonlst phenomenon.'"  The CPN statement added vituperatively:

Such actiong show the falsity of all mealy=mouthed statements
about. noninterference in other parties, about equality,
complete independence, and cooperation, about the possibility
of existence of theoretical and practical differences of
opinion, and so forth.

Regarding CPSU-CPN relations, both CPN documents said that in
November 1969 the Dutch party leadership had nroposed to the CPSU
that a delegation be sent to tne Netherlands tc¢ discuss
"normalization of relations," but that in July 1970 the CPN

had received "an oblique refusal" from Moscow. Stressing the
Dutch party's "autonomy,'" the CIN leadership's March report

sald the party bases its relations with other CP's on the
statement of the 1960 Moscow international communist meeting.

The CPN did not attend such conclaves as the June 1969 Moscow
international party conference, the report explained, because
statements purporting to be '"collective' were issued without

the participation of key parties, particularly "from Asia."

In these circumstances, the report said, "such get-togethers

had to lead to a breach in the international communist movement,'

The CPN's February statement and the March report both contained
coutervailing elements of caution, keeping the door open for a
reconciliation with Moscow. The February statement sought to
differentiate the attitude of the Soviet party as a whole from
the "bad faith" of the "private individuals" who wrote the
VOPROSY ISTORII KPSS article, cautioning readers not to identify
"this kind of person with the Soviet Union and the CPSU as such."
And the March raport observed that the CPN maintains its
"internationalist" traditions '"under the most difficult conditions
and despite differences with people or leaders of the CPSU

which, after all, are temporary."

PRAVDA'S REBUTTAL The 12 May PRAVDA Observer article directly
challenged the CPN's allegation thit the
CPSU had rebuffed the Dutch party's 1969 overture for a meeting
to discuss normalization of relations. Party relations had been
interrupted in 1964 "at the initiative of the CPN leadership,"
PRAVDA countered, and "through no fault of the CPSU." Claiming
that the CPSU had repeatedly over the years called for cooperation
with the Dutch party, Observer said the Soviets in July 1970 had
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responded positively to CPN Chatrman Hoekotra's suggestlon that

‘ a bilateral mecting be held and had asked the CPN for '"a more
detalled statement of the range of questions it would like to
discuas."

Noting a subsequent development the CPN documents had neglected
to mention, PRAVDA claimed that in March 1971 Hoekstra advised
the CPSU that the CPN was ready to receive a Soviet party
delegatioun or to send a delegation of its own to Moscow and
"would at a later date show initiative on this question."
Observer insisted that the CPSU 1s still ready to resume
bilateral contacts but that there has been no movement in this
direction from the CPN since March 1971. Thus, Observer
concluded, 'the assertion that the CPSU is unwilling to have
contacts with the CPN is completely untrue and can oniy mislead
broad sections of the CPN membership."

Observer also responded to the Dutch party's complaints about
the VOPROSY ISTORII KPSS article's treatment of De Groot's
views, rejoining caustically that Soviet researchers and
scholars have as much right as anyone else to express views
on the history of the communist movement. The article
charged the CPN leadership with impugning the CPSu's right

to discuss a subject the Dutch party itself had discussed
publicly, in effect rejecting the Dutch party's complaint
that the Soviet journal article constituted CPSU interference
in CPN affairs.
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HUNGARY-USSR

MOSCON AND BUDAPEST PAPER OVER ECONOMIC DIFFERENCES

Moscow and Budapest continue to make efforts to efface the
embarrassment caused by Hungarian Premier Fock's frank revelations,
on his return home from Moscow in late March, about unresolved
economic differences in his talks with Kosygin and Brezhnev.*

TASS on 6 May reported a Budapest speech by Fock denouncing
"Western" conjectures about the March talks and affirming the
"harmonioug" economic relationship between the two countries.

While reporting Fock's description of the March talks as "extremely
useful and successful," the brief TASS summary failed to report
statements about unresolved bilateral economic problems contained
in the text of his speech broadcast by Budapest radio on the 5th--
notably, Fock's :xpression of hope that agreements encompassing
long-term Soviet uarantees of raw-material shipments to Hungary
would be concluded by the end of this year.

A further disclaimer of bilateral friction was made in a 13 May
PRAVDA article by Fock, entitled "Hungary and the CEMA Comprehensive
Program,' which wae reprinted the next day in the Hungarian party
daily NEPSZABADSAG. The Budapest radio's press review on the l4th
gratuitously reported that Fock had dwelt on the "legsons'" of the
economic negotiations with the Soviets, a term not used in his
article. While acknowledging "differences" regarding Hungary's

role in CEMA integration, Fock took a harder line than in his
Budapest speech a week earlier in scoring "our enemies'" efforts

to "drive a wedge" and "detach the socialist countries from the
Soviet Union" by circulating "false, hostile rumors and conjectures"
about the March talks. Hc described the Hungarian-Soviet "political
and economic alliance” as "clove and indestructible."

However, Fock conceded that the "practical" and "specific"
definition of Hungary's role in CEMA integration had not yet
been determined: '"The differing economic standards of the CEMA
countries which, despit« unity on the main questions, have
differences of approach to a number of specific questions . . .
give rise to the necessity for discussion, thorough study, and
coordinated views." He went on to spell out the dual emphasis
in Budapest's view of foreign trade--stressing both its heavy

* For background, see TRENDS of 19 April, pages 4244,
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volume of trade with the CEMA countries, especially the USSR,

‘ and the long-range prospect that the CEMA states would "probably
find points of contact witrh Weast European countries which will
make it possible to expand trade relations."

On the same day that Fock's article appeared in PRAVDA, MII
reported an interview in NEPSZABADSAG with Soviet Deputy Foreign
Trade Minister Leonid Zorin in which Zorin stressed the '"dynamic
development" of the Hungarian-Soviet economic relatioms.
Underscoring Hungary's dependence on Soviet raw materials, he noted
that it gets "almost all" its iron ore and three-fourths of its
petroleum fiom the USSR. Judging by the MTI report, Zorin did

not allude to the speculation about differencees between the

two countries,

Close economic relations between Budapest and Moscow were also
underscored in articles in the 30 April NEPSZABADSAG by Hungarian
Politburo member Nyers and Foreign Trade Minister Biro, which
recalled Fock's March talks in Moscow in wholly positive terms,
with no iwdication of differences. Regarding Soviet raw materials
deliveries, Biro went out of his way to insist that "the Soviet
partners have unfailingly adhered to prearranged delivery dates
and schedules and, if they deviate from them at all, they do so

on the side of expediting rather than postponing them." Biro

had just returned from 28-29 April talks in Moscow with Soviet
Foreign Trade Minister Patolichev. The commun’ique on those talks,
carried by TASS and MTI on the 29th, indicated that the negotiations
on future expansion of bilateral trade had been inconclusive since
further talks on the subject were scheduled to be held in Mosccw
in May and in Budapest in Juiy. Only the MTI version added that
"apart from the above-mentioned topic, the ministers reviewed
bilateral and multilateral relations concerning both parties"

and that the atmosphere of the talks had been one of "cordiality,
mutual understanding, and friendship.”

YAKUBOVSKIY TA3S on the 16th tersely reported the arrival in

' IN BUDAPEST Budapest of the Warsaw Pact commander, Marshal
Yakubovskiy. The MTI report on the 15th--the date

of his arrival--added that he was on an "official visit that will
last for a few days' and listed the welcoming delegation headed by
Defense Minister Czinege. The next day MTI reported "a cordial
and friendly exchange of ideas" between Yakubovskiy and Czinege
on "topical questions of mutual interest to the parties regarding
the Warsaw Pact member states' joint defense organization,"
Yakubovskiy had stressed the member countries' '"patriotic and
internationalist duty" in his article in the 14 May PRAVDA on
the Pact's 17th anniversary.
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CHINA

CAMPAIGN REPUDIATING LIN PIAO CONTINUES TO EXPAND

The purge of Lin Piao has presented the PRC leadership with
the problem of how to repudiate the man who is still
constitutionally designated Mao's successor as party chairman
and who was lauded for five years as Mao's "best pupil."” So
far the media have conducted the campaign in a manner
reminiscent of the cultural revolution purge of Mao's previous
successor in waiting, Liu Shao-:hi. Liu was vilified as
"China's Khrushchev'" and other such characterizations for

two years before he was publicly criticized by name following
the decision of the 12th plenum in November 1968 to strip

him of &all offices. Similarly Lin has been attacked indirectly
as a "swindler like Liu Shao-chi" while, as w'th Liu, a case
is being bullt up against him for deviations in almost every
field.

Among the more open attacks on Lin has been an article broadcast
by the Peking domestic radio on 10 May which even more obviously
than usual identified the villain of the recently revised opera
"On the Docks" in terms pointing to Lin. The article noted that
the villain had "a sharp counterrevolutionary sense of smell"
and that upon sensing from the communique of the 10th plenum

of the 8th central committee that another political movement

was in the offing, he decided tc "have another trial of strength
with the proletariat." The episode clearly brings to mind Lin's
reported discomfiture after the 2d plenum of the 9th centrdl
committee, his alleged attempt at a coup, and his final reported
attempt at escape-~like the villain who, if he failed, "planned
to escape to a foreign country,"

Other articles have kept up a steady barrage of criticism aimed
at the "swindler" Lin. A RED FLAG article broadcast on 14 May
attacked him for the methods of study he advocated which
separated theory and practice, making people "t.ouble themselves
with daily trifles and forget the general line."” This may be

a reference to such widespread cultural revolution practices

as rote memorization of Mac's sayings. Similarly a Kwangsi
broadcast on 12 May critic: ‘ed Lin for teaching the "obsolescence
of Marxism-Leninism,'" another reference to the cultural
revolution period when all theory worth studying was said to

ve contained in Mao's works,
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One major line of attack on Lin has been to blame him for
overdoing attacks on cadres in such a way as to cause
divisiveness rather than to promote unity. For example, a
HEILUNGKIANG DAILY editorial on 9 May criticized the

"wornout tactics" of harming other people and dividing

the revolutionary ranks, and called on people to help erring
comrades while reserving "bitter hatred for swindlers like
Liu." A Szechwan broadcast on 5 May went even further agailnst
extreme measures adopted during the cultural revolution,
attacking the method of "savage struggle, merciless blows,
and 'killing everyone with one blow of the stick.'' This

was sald to be the method of swindlers and "diametrically
opposite to Chairman Mao's cadre policy." The Szechwan
commentary ebsolved Mao from blame by stating that though

the swindlers "decked themselves out as representatives of
the correct line," only Mao can be such a representative, and
so in the end the swindlers "embarked on the criminal road

of betraying the party."

Lin has also begun to be attacked for his economic policies.
Though some articles last summer and fall seemed to be aimed
at his views on economic priorities, the anti-Lin campaign had
not advanced far enough to make the identity of the target
completely certain. Recent criticisms of alleged agricultural
errors are unmistakably aimed at Lin, however. A Szechwan
commentary on 3 May attacking those who slandered the peasants
and tried to sunder the worker-peasant alliance referred to
Mao's "A Single Spark Can Start a Prairie Fire" as having
criticized this attitude; the work was originally entitled
"Letter to Comrade Lin Piao." Those who had earlier tried to
subvert the worker-peasant alliance continued to oppose Mao's
rural policies, according to the Szechwan commentary, which
thus managed to implicate Lin with all of the errors of the
past, from the extreme right of "dragging the peasants back
to the capitalist road" to the extreme left of "abolishing
private plots."

The campaign agaiast Lin, including documents reportedly
circulating in China but not surfacing in the PRC media,

¢ apparently is being firmly directed from the center, in contrast
to the vilification of Liu Shao-chi by freewheeling Red Guards
subject to few controls. The release of the Lin documents, as
well as the conduct of the campaign in the media, may have been
a matter of controversy among the leadership. An article in RED
FLAG No. 3 on the role of teachers by negative example seemned
to defend the use of revealing details of evildoers' crimes
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agalnat complaints by "some comrades" who feared making public
the counterrevolutionary and anti-Mao deeds. They were said to
feel that the poisonous weeds "are, after all, polsonous, and
that taking them to the masses is liable to create a negative
influence."” The article rejected this view as underestimating
the revolutionary enthusiasm of the masses, but it did admit
that "making public" the negative materials would allow an
opportunity for class enemies '"'to make trouble." However, it
claimed that this would only allow them to be exposed more
easily. The article was adamant that the best way ¢ " exposing
the "true features" of the counterrevolutionaries who have
unmasked themselves is to "let the cadres and the hroad masses
get in touch with the materiais of instruction by negative
examplie."

“LEFTIST" EDUCATIONAL LINE OF "SWINDLERS” DENOUNCED

Unusually pointed commentaries on the status of educational
reorganization reveal continuing relaxation of educational
reforms undertaken during the cultural revolutoin as well as

a developing campaign to build a case against Lin Piao and his
followers for pushing a '"leftist" educational line. Radio
Peking on 13 May, for example, broadcast an article written by
the party committee of a local technological college which
reporced on the struggle there to overcome the influence of
"swindlers like Liu Shao-chi" who "undermined and interfered
with Chairman Mao's proletarian educational line." Admonishing
those teachers who were temporarily taken in by this incorrect
line and "dared not read professional books because they were
afraid of being denounced as devoting themselves to their
professions,'" and '"dared not lecture on basic theory because
they were afraid of making the mistake of underrating practice,"
Radio Peking firmly argued that "if we fail to link political
work with professional work we shall abandon our political
leadership over professional work."

Current calls to provide suitable employment for experienced
rehabilitated veteran cadres--a recently intensified theme in
the ongoing ideological struggle against Lin--were reflected in
the article's claim that teacher morale problems existed at the
college because "aged and middle-aged teachers were not boldly
used"” and "young teachers . . . were assigned to take charge of
major tasks in teaching and scientific research while others
were glven leading positions at various levels." The college's
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party committee corrected this problem by conducting "a
comprehensive analysis of the employment of teachers in the
collegs" and then making "rational readjustments." As a
result of this rearrangemen:, "a number of aged and middle-
aged teachers were selected to take leading positions at
various levels." 1In dealing with young teachers, it was
specifically declared, 'we have resolutely overcome the
tendency toward only using them but not training them'" and
"have encouraged old teachers tc help young ones in theoretical
study." Young teachers were even "permitted to attend classes
without participation in production" in order to help them
overcome their shortcomings in "basic theory."

By implicitly linking Lin to past "leftist" deviations in
educational reform, the more moderate voices in Peking today
are able to further blacken his image while at the same time
ugsing the far-reaching repudiation campaign to help overcome
any lingering resistance to a flexible interpretation of the
cultural revolution's educational reforms and to the moderate
restructuring of a new educational system. For example, the
call to ease worker-peasant entry into the formal educational
apparatus--an extremely sensitive iosue at the begianing of
the cultural revolution--now seems to have lost its urgency
amid current efforts to raise educatirnal standards. This

was illustrated in an unusually frank Sian radio commentary on
9 April which lauded local workers and peasants for adopting
the attitude that "if our upplication [for university enrollment]
is approved, we will study for the revolution; if not, we will
work happily where we ara and actively make contributions to
the party and people." Pointing out that "it is impossible

to satisfy the desires of all workers, peasants, and soldiers
who want to go to a university,”" the commentary explained that
"it is quite normal for the applications rf some comrades to
be disapproved."” Prospective worker-peasant students were told
to "have one red heart and two sets of preparations and be
happy whether they go or stay."
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